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INTEIXKSEtiCE; TaANSLSxiSr 


Rg-ht-.l g» Frvr* 1 


1 . 



The successes of the Red Ariay in the vitde encircling attack have 
come as the re stilt of the use of tactical measures o 
Skillful nianoeuvres on the field of battle •• that means to beat 
the enemy on the vjeaker and more vulnerable places, to deliver 
flank atta.cks, to carry out isolation and captiire of his groups., 
to penetrate into his rear ai-oa, to throv/ quickly one^s formatioi:|s 
and units to defeat the erjomjr there x^/here he does not expect it,, 

In this connection the action of the 3rdo Guards Army in the cap-j 
tui's of •/oroshllovgrad is one of considerable interest and can bq 
used as a training exarapleo 

movement of 

This article has as its aim to shoij- the characteristic^re-groupiiig 
of units, skillful maneouxTce on the field of battle, the force oi’ 
blov^s of individual units aiid help wMhi^xperience and its util- 
ization gives the officers cf the Red Army in futiirs battles aim- 
ed at the destruction of Fascist invaders 

Situ at iono Af^er the dost ruction of the ^th* Italian Army and th4 
rGiinonts of the 3rdc. iiunanian Army, as x\rell as of the German groijps 
in t -y middle c ui iie of the river Don, south-vrest of 

dtailngrad, the troops of the s out h-vje stern front continued thei3|‘ 
successful adi'ance into the Donets basino The 3i^ie Guards Army, 
advancing vjxthin the establisiunent of this front and having been 
given the test to break through into the area of Ordshonekidze 
and dtalino, in the beginning of February, 1943, quickly forced 
:he V/estern Donets in the sector i.ruzhliovkakDavydo*- 

Nikol^ek, and became involves in a stubborn battle for the apprea 
caches to loroshiiovgrado The enemy tried to stop our advance 
v;ith large iiilVaitry supported by tanks and aircra.tto 

On the 4th o of February the array vras engaged in b^lttle along the 
front Fodgornoe {20km east of Voroshilovgrad), Lysyi, 
ka, * rasuoe, foiovka, Samsonov, kalinki Sulhodol, i opovka (the 
eastern) and fu. ther along the left bank of the est ern Donets t 
i alitvenskoio 
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5 TRANSLATiOJSii 


Z, 


on tho right, parts of the 1st. Guards army attacked; on the lef| 
the 5th. Tan)'- army. The 3rd. Guards army carried out the main 
thrust in the south-we^er^y 'lil^Wc^on of Staiino, whore it was 

to join the lst,« QicJrds arinyo 

The length of the 3rd. Guards army’s front exceeded 100 km, the 
right flan;-, of the ariry in the direction of Toroshilovgrad v/as 
feeing west, in -^ne centre o3' the front It faced south, and the 

1 eft f i a nl<; o ut b --we st c 

StiCh lae-ott ox ehe x‘ro>it /ed develcpod aa a x‘osuit oi the 
fc reins of th; v/ostern r5,V9r Donets and the ouici; raovement ox 
tho troops of tho right wing of the army in^ vresterly direction. 
For the de/once of Voroshilovgrad the enemy had prepared three 
defended Jones,;- 


The fix-it of these passed through Fodgornoe (20 km east _ of Vorosji 
il ovg' ad ) , 0gu3-chanskiy , , Belo-Shelevaty , Nizhniy 6o.bin , 


Ver -aouniy iiabin, Orlovka, oJid iiaasonov. The second had been 
c -aBtructad along the river Loganchik (a tributary of the vfost- 
..rn Jonctsh cmd the '.bird a.-one the outskirts of Voroshllo^rgrad 
'ihe LO'. n itself vras not only -prep-nred for .all-around defence, bu 
also for 3 tA:b torn defencer 

Tho enrol -f ho sdvar.co of ./or troops, as veil as tho intery 
conditions, did not give the enemy the opportunity to occupy the 
defonsivo zones, and the dcfonoe.in the main, consisted of indivj- 
idual daicnded points and centres of resistance, constructed in 
general in inhabited places. For the gaps beu?een defended point^, 
in coinr.ianding heights, timber and earth defence points had been 
constructed, v/hish enab.led cover of the area in front of the 
defences by concent rated Tiro of infantry v^eaponso 
In such a mannor the approaches to Voroshilovgrad v,-ere sufficien.- 
iy defended and oover*?d by s-i emote garrisons. Tho uninterrupted 
moving for-ard of reserves from the depths of the defence showed 
that the eneciy not only had :hc intention of retaining -/oroshil 
ogi-ad, but also of throwing our troops back across the western 
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Battle for Voroshl-Ic 


jPAGB N 


8 :rEa 56 


DonetSo Under these circtamstances the 3rd« Chiards arm^ entered the 
battle, regardless of the fact that parts of it had been consider- 
ably vieakened by preceding battles, especially among the notorized 
troops e 

The grouping of forces on both sides is shovm in oketch 2^ I’he co ^ 
parative strength of the troops ^^ras: Battalions -1,^:1; guns2<,7:lr 
mortars 5 . 3 1; hea^r/ mac;hine guns 2ol; light, machiiae guns lol in our| 
favor o 

Plan of attack of th e; 3rd^. Guards army 

In ca.rcuns ; nec^s it- vjas ?«mpor;: ant for the 3rdo '^LJ.ards army, 

vjithout l.ne oa ::craigiiteniiAg quo one line of the front, 

and as ogiic.-ly a:v possible, to occupy Voroshliovgrado Similarly, 
the retention of '/c*/oshilovgrad the enemy laould have a signifi-j 
cant effect on fut-ro operations, 

on the 4thv of Pc-bruary the formation commanders v/ere given the 

v;ith 

following tasks: 59th o Guards Hifle Division to cover^:)arts of itsj 

I'orces the are: Kovo . ievka to Skubryi and with the main force, at 

datm on the of lebri^ary, to advance from the front 7illa hap-j 

general 

lanaya . ioJ or. n a nnoe , in >he/^direction of height 1750 amd to contii^ 
ue the t.h:eus' from hoir.ht 15^U6 on to Vorosh? lovka and. in cooper 
atlon aith parts of he 3rd, Guards Tank Corps and the 27yth, Jiv-| 
isirn to surr ^ nd and destroy thve enemy in the area 7oroshi3.ovka, 
Valeevlia, kwVO-Bvetlovka; further, the Division v/as to attack 

the v:estern t >rder of Voroshilovgrad, tying in their action v/ith 
thet of the ;Btho Ditrision of the Ist, Quails army. The 2ndo Guard|3 
Ta»ik Corps, uith the 5th« Guards kiotorized Brigade, was to cover 
the zone alcng heights 175*^, 1^1 *4, and 172 <>6, and v.dth its main 
force, Cl the morning of the 5th « of Februai'y, to attack in the 
general direction across Pavlovka to hei^t 151*3 and to carr^'' thej 
i^hrust -3 Yoroshilograde. In addition, the 2nd« Guards Tank Corps 
%m 3 to 3ooperatG with the 59th o Guards Rifle Division v/lth v?h<Mii it 
v/as to close the ring and doatroj the enemy In the area Hovo-dvet- 
iovka* Later on the Corps vms to attack the southern defenders of 
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E^ITHLIJGENCE TE-4NSi.ATi0N 
I ft for: 


Voroshilovgrad towards the end of the 5th. of February, in cooperat-* 
ion xTith the 59th. >luards Rifle Division and the 279th. Rifle Divis- 
ion. v.’hieh was attac. inp^ni.;the, fei the toiAfn, 

The 279th. Rifle Division, operating to the south of tho 2nd. Tank 
Corps, vras to attack from the Lysyi— Orlovka front in a northerly dis?- 
action. Having seized the line i.ovo-Annovka, excluding Krasnoye, 
the division ^v■a■s, together 7 .-lth pnrt of the force of the 2nd. Guards 
Tank Corps, to exploit tho success in a northvjesterly direction and 
to attack Voroshilovgrad from thj south and .southwest ’.’3.th the task 
o-C ooizing Voroshilovgrad, in cooperation with the 5Sth. Rifle Divrss- 
ion and tho 2nd.. Guards Tank Corps, hav.tng encircled and destroyed 


the ^roupiriit of' C:,* 

Therefore, the destruction of tho hosti.lo forces and the rjfeiain'e of 
Voroshilwgrad developed into an ancircling concentric thrust » 

The Ikth. and loth. Guards Rifle Division (o." the l4th. aifle Corps) 
advancing on the front Georievsl. , Qre..hovka, Deaeikino, vrere given , 
the tasl. of protecting the action of tho attacking groups of the 
army from tho southvjest. The troops of the centr; ?. section of the 
arm’ ithe group of General ! ushkin) operating on t.te front Samsonov, 


F cdgor noe ( on i- he 


^orn. ij^ncats). receivod the tasl: of* saiziiig 


SamsoxiOV . '/‘Odyanf^ ai . he ..Cr. $ 


roy 


the opposin,' cu'.wnr/ forces aiv. to open the advance to th south. 

The group of a g or- General onakhev v;as to seize .amenskc and contin- 
ue with an attacK on ;^talin-Plesha;.ov. The 8th. Cavalry Coirs, which 
was at th>.. disposal of the or.ny commander, v/as concentrated .n the 
area l lyash in. Ver. h, StfRiitsa, and v.'as ordered to be preparet. to 
exp;- 0 . 1 t the success of the troops of the central sector of tne a.my 
in tho general direction o£ Tasnyya 

The 243rd. Rifle Division moved up tpi/ards the front, concentrating 
in the area iosta, Sadka, ielenovka. The 229th. Independent Rifle 
Brigade was coneentratad on the .crea Plotina and Dubovoi. Both those 
formations constituted the array conanander’s reserve. 

Thus the situstlon developed that, when on one hand tho troops pf 
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Battle i'or ■/orosJiilovgrad 


PAUSE 

5o 


the central control sector of the front had been drawn i^^o^heavy 
battle I'ith the enemy, but, on the other hand the speed of 


had gained decisive importance, it became impossible to think of 


any re-grouping. It was only prcctlcable to make some insignific- 
ant®??S? within the 59th. Guarda Rifle Division for the pur- 


pose of gaining' tinie on the flanks in the area Nikolaev. 

,.ith the regaining troops of the 3rd. Itwards army it ^^^as found 
necsssar:,- to proceed into action in the :iroupins vrhlch had devel-j 
oped as a r?r-.lt of th^ tonso battles foi the briagehead on the 
right-hand shore of the river Severniy-Donots. 

Action of i.hH v'ight v.'in-; of j.:ho armr 


■I'he Z?9th. Rifle Division from the area tireki voncontrated on the 
lino (exclusive) Lpsyi, Selc-Skelovatj^, and. i- the nii?ht of th« 
5th. of j’ebru&ry, be son to advance, and ith a night attack start 
ins at four o'clock, captured. Kovo Annovla, --nd i,v,;ards the end 
of the day. together (-.^ith parts of the 2nd. .••nk Corps, cusinovr, 
and I. ommissaTOvka vioto loakono 

1(3 kilometers remained to Voroshilovgrad, in oresr tc achieve 
surprise for ^hc attack, on Voroshilograd the divi-.iom'l comnande^ 
decided to attack only at nic.ht. On the evening of the 5th. of 

- , o .,1 .n division sf .rtc ^ to move, and .jt 12 o'clock 

on the 6tn. of ebruary, having disposed of .he ceverlx:, forces, 
of .ho tnany, retc.hed the sor.r.h eastern defences of the tov/n and 
occupied the aerodrome. They became engaged in a doterminai batt| 
for the .ov.di. it the same tine, units of the left frank of he 
division occupied iloszalinovka . Petrovka and Vasilevka. afte* a 
bitter fight, 

;it noon on .ha 6th. of Februitry the loading i ni . s of i.he 2ra. 
remit Corps .appi'oached the southern defences of voroshilovgrax, 
Durin.g the second half of -he day {6th. Jf February) the enem> 
launched several attaclcs on the flanl:s of the 279th. Rifle Diviv 
ion from tho eastern defences of Voroshilovgrad and rro.m the 
area inamenka. hanger of being encircled developed. As soon as 
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the main forces had captured Hozzalinovka, etrovka and Vasilevka, 
the com uuider of the division, vrith raid; of his troops, occupied 
the heights 142 . 2 , 175.9 and 19$.0, and gave them the task to 
protect th : division from' 'the-' possibility of an au.^ack Irom ohe 
south or east a 

During the ?th. , Bth., and 9th of February, parts of the 279th. 
kifle^Division together with those units of the 2nd. ank Corps. 
i;hich had been placed under thier conuand, waged a bitter fight 
for the southern defences of Voroshilovgrad, warding off determinedj 

coixnter-attacks by the « 

..t tho same .. ime . units of :yth. Cuards difle Division and the 

2nd. uuai’-ds an;. Corps v:cre enr-god in a heavy battle in the .area 
of .ugancnil;, .and rhe 279th. ki.fle division was fig.iting soparrted 
xrom .di.-- . ..in .. .roos of .iio army. The arny corrr.iander decided to senj 
the LH,h. 2ava.l.i-y -orp.s to "oro.siiiiovgrad , and. to reinforce the 
2V9th., Rifle ..'ivision '-Ith the orpth. licgiaeiVi. of v-he 243 iw-ile 

Oivlsionc 

- he gth. ..avaliT -orps concentrated in the area of .ei’mana tov-ards 
th.- tnd of he 9th. of ebruary^ and on the f ollov ing day, together 
with the 279th, I'i-fle Division began a series tf unsuccessful att- 
acks on 'cro, from the ?>outh and soiu.hv’es't o 
on the iOtin of i-ebruary the corps received the i-rder to disengage 
itself from r.he enemy in the area of Voro and to roceed in a southj 

we.sterly direction ovards Debai ' t sevo . 

he 9;L2th. ifie Regiment of the 243rd. Rifle .iviiion moving to 
v ards ^taro frot-. .ovo .omovka . across height 19 i..O, approached the 
totu, .and in he ni.ghfc of the 10th- of . ebriu ry c.-.e imder the 
co.m;nand of t- '■ 9t;ic .:ifie .Jiviaion and together with it, avnng 
the 10th. and 11th. of Febr-uary conducted an int nse battle for 

V'orOc 

The battle for . ho defences of the tm-sn proved .o b*. a bitter one. 
The enemy hrev; in parts of the approaching units of the 335th. 
infantry .division and of marching battalions and triei by all 
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* Eatitle Tor "‘oro hilov -rad 


PAGE NUA 

I O 


possible neains to recain control or she tov.^n; battles v/ere Tought 
for each street and aoxxt^Qo 

‘•>ur imits repulsed the counter-attacks and olovjiy pushed f on ard® 

By the 12tho of February, as bhe resuJ.t of the bitter battles for 
the defences of the tovm^ a difficult situation had developed for 
the enemy* The enejny began to lose his stability and his counter- 
attacks v;ea-^.ened noticeabiyo 

In these days, an energetic thrust for Voroshilovgrad from the north 
might have led to the seizure of the tovm* One unit of the 5^tho 
Rifle Division, Ist* G^iards Army, operating on a broad front (up to 
70 km, and its 411th » Rifle Regiment, v:hich wa.s to carry out the 
thrust from the north, operated in a sector of 45 km) vjas unable to i 
give the necessary support to the right flank of the 3rdo Guards I 


The position of tdie troops at the close of the llth* of February 
Has as rollov:G: ii: north, In the tirea iiemlyany, .'etallist, Stalj 

Vergunka, oper.at€Ki sraroll forces of the 2fl2thc Regiment, of the SBth 
Rifle Division, together *. ith partisan dbtacliments; the 59tho Rifle 
Division conducted the i.'ight in th.} sector from Fajravosnik to i am- 
enoiomino On th: south eastern and south v:e stern defences of the 
tonn the battle nas conducted by the 279tho Rifle division v’ith 
those imits of the 2ndo Guards Tallin Corps which had been assigned tc 
it, and the 912tho Riflo Regiment of the 243rd * Rifle Division^ The 
^?thc Cavalry Corps at the close of the iltho of February v;as advan- 
cing into tho area illiri^/ac the other sectors of the front the 
battle pr’oceeded* The narrative of those .ill follov; later o 
From the experience of the battles diring the approach to Voroshil- 
ovgrad roiiuHxng conclusions can be dravm: 

- the initial success of the 279tho Rifle Division in the areas 
Movo-Annovka , Gusinovka, and i oiamissarovka was undoubtedly due to 

surprise as well as to the detornination of the night attack© 

- the decisiOT of the commander of the 279th* Rifle Division 
to continue to advance to Voroshilovgrad through ni^t attacks was 
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during the day v/ould haire exposed it to attacks Trom hostile 
air and ground f ore e s o 

« the change in the assignment ol* the Szhm Cavalry Corpd was 
to be recognized as correct > since it could not be alloi/ed that 
the corps get involved in a long battle for th^ cityo 

« in connection vrith the success achieved by the 279th» Rifle 
Division it rollowed that it should not have been reinforced by 
only one regiment of the 243rd* Division, but that the v/hole 243 
rd» Division should have been dispatched to Voroshilovgrad o The 
course of the battles for the tovn showed that the addition of 
one regiment did not, in the long run, influence the action of 
the 279tho Rifle Divisiono 

- the delay of the 59th. Guards Rifle Division and of the 
parts of the Snd* Guaids^ Tank Corps on tlie intermediate boimdax*y 


the rivez’’ i.uganchik I’esuJted in breaking 


:hc schedule which 


had bean laid do\^n br the .^rmy Comioander for the seizure of Vorc 
shilovgr^idu 

the brO i through of the i79tho , and aftervjards of the 5S^ha 
Guards Ifle illvrtriorrj t o Voi oshiiovgrad , and then decisive act- 
ions at the outs-.irts of the ci.ty in connection v/ith the nove of 
the ^thc. Cavalry Corp- in the area Illiriya created favorable 
conditions for a deci^iive assaiilt on the cityc 
HE AOTIDN OE THE GAVAjIRY GOUPSo In the 3rd. Guards Army 

Gomrriander ’ s initial plan the Sth. Cavalry Corps had been desig- 
nated for action in tic south in the general direction tovrards 


But since the 59t . « Guards Kiflo Division and the units of 
the* 2nd c Guards Tank G^-rps were delayed at- the boimdary, tho riv 
or Lu^unchik, and sin< e .he 279th. iiifle Division i-fas isoJ ated 
from the main fores'* of the army, the <'^th* Cavalry Corps was giv 
on, as its nort asslgiuuent, to seize, together with the 279th o 
Rifle Division, Voroshilovgi^ad, and following that, to operate 


AOSt fORM 
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in the enemy rear with a strike at Debal’tsev. 
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St.artins its moverient on the 7th. of February, the Jorps be- 
came involved in battles for Beloskeievaty and Orlov, was unable to 
disengage o.iiicklyc and spent 3^ hours in battles ior these points© 
Only towards the 9th. of February was it able to concentrate south 
of Voroshilovgrad in the area of Tel ’man© 

All the attempts by the Oorps, together vjith the 279th© and tfe^ 
59th. liuards Rifle divisions to seize the town did not succeed© In 
the night of the 9th. and 10th. of February the Corps was to move 
into the area of iikaterinovka in order to stril.e at Voroshilovgrao 
from the v/ast^ in cooperation vrith the 59th. Guards Rifle Division 
':hich was to attack from the east, and the 279th. Rifle Division 
which \:as to attack from the southo 

However the Corps delayed the moverient to the area of ii^katerin-j 
ov, only atarting the movoment on the morning of the lOth^ of reb-* 
Tapry^ and then only with tvjo divisions (the 112th. and the 56tho ) 
hile the third division (the 21stc) continued to wage the battle 
on the touthwrn cuta.-irts of the tovm. During the approach to Dav- 
ydovka, units of the Corps v;ore unexptctedly counterattacked by an 
eneray force of infantry regimental sizv of -.he 335tho Iniantry Div- 
ision, reini'orced by tanks and aircraft.. 

The c unterattack '-as repiused, bu > time was lost, and tne en- 
emy, bringing up parts of the 335th, Ir^fantry Division, was /5/lc.xblo 
to assume the defence to the area Davyiovka, and on the hoi Jits to 
tho north of itc Further attempts by the >orps to brorii. thi-ough oO 
Ckaterinovka faiJ ed and it ha.d t o move to the area Gilman and Vas- 
il ’yevkac 

In the ovriiinr: of lie 10th. of February new- orders \;ere receiv 
ad. i-hich directed the Corps to disr.ngage itself from the battle forj 
Voroshilovgiad dina co adv-nce in a south-v^esterly direction, and by 
tho end of oho Ilth. of February to selxe Voroshilov ski, and by the 
end of the next day, Debal’tsevo© 

Fulfilling h±c> order, and lighting its way along the prescrib-j 
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^CB TRANSI^^TK 


ed rout;e, the Oorps, the end of ‘ he 11 th. of i^ebrnary reached 
the area of Illiriya, and on. 14 th« of rebraafT app- 

reached Debal'tse^o, v/here it beccjne involved in bitter figiiting 
vrith the 

A study of the operation oi .he Sth* v^a^alry dorps sn^^^ests 
the foiio’;in£^ reiriarks: 

- the Corps- thrust into the depth of the enorry’s rear \*;as of 


great 

imports -nee 

to the; 

out c .>ne of t 

he 

hole battle < 

grad : 

as, for oxa 


.4 -f- Vv +■. 1 ' r'C’V'^ 

01 t 

he units of ^ 

dobai 

^tsevo A he 

one ; y ^ s 

more l:iiporta 

n t c omr.iian i c a t i on 


-•already: o 

I: tnc 0 

econd day of 

the 

battle fox* ’/ 

' , 04.” 0 

oh ^orps* 

oraers 

ch.-ngfid since 

; its original as 

s-au j'l 

arl'T t;ircc‘. 

.ion did 

not : .eet tho 

1 rec 

o.:iremenos> T: 

of t 

he com:. 

lanr. in utilii' 

‘.in 

the av^nixabi 


- uhe movv?:: 

ientj of 

he Crvalry 

»orps to Voroshil 


>v^rad 


diversion of of ito sfen^jth fo T;he battle for tho city result 

ed only in joss of tisne, strength and matorialp he ciiango of the 
dorT^s^ assignnient ■* action ...n the d'.roction oi )s.ba.L ‘ usevo in t|ie 
uiioray connuniertions - vras lore corrects 

THii 3 A' . t ii. CE.If .:K :i .-113 ■ r'nJKV, Fighting vrent on a..ong 

t,h : iioirndiry Podg-Gttyv. . hrashehet t., Ugulchanr-i.iy , hysyy , hopov. a 
rnd .anisonov. sitiultanto sly vit.r tn> battles on tho om,s irts of 
Voroshilovp^'tAi o 

■he ent-.y occupie. Jodgorno'e, . hrashc;ev a. giAlchnnskiy and 
..yyyy t'ith strong garrisons • nd had a line of field repl-acaraan .So 

get' lo; ’.ent 3elo-j‘<sle'vatyy and 'arlo'v. a ttere in oTir h- nds by the 
4th„ of fsbrua;ry anc parts of the 2 nd. Ckiards Tank Corps, having oc 
v.pied farms Sngels, . rnsnoye and Semeykino v.'ere able to communicate 
\;ith the rear alon a nnrro.; corridor beti/een Novo-Annovka and lop- 
ovkp r 

From Popjvka the front tiorned sharply to the east and engaged 
the hostile £ar?:*ioons in Samsonov, Vodyanoy, ilal.Suichodal , rise Bel 
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i eastern;*, 

re grouped as loj-lows: rrom Novci iysvica to the 
Shodol “ units ox" the p9th., Guards RiiMe Givisxon; 
u j.61,5 to point 1^1 the 5th. Guards iotcr- 

the area rrorn t-he east and south*-east xrom *-ysytr 
"ts of the 2nd. Guards TaiiJ Corps; in the area of 
a, 206 19 orex^ated the 3.4th. and 6lst.. 'iuarde iiiiCf: 


3orp3 and the 169th,. 


/. nil i r it , : j a d e| 


. he ariay ' s 


front the uo-its of 


>0 ijrener: 


../5 February the right 


I’oi-cee in trn 




.or ! oago 


iioaotnenn- 


ooruary . 


iHid crt oolv sevex 


rnoyo. 6kubriy| 
ujisuacessful I 


v;.td . hrashcheuiac 


oorvur3't 


riylu- fi n. ing units of the | 


occupied heiyliit 123 :>6 and Oul.hoael, the couei^xrl 
behind, seized the dex'ended t-s 


destroying an iToportanc portion oi 


or her aans oux 


C: Iv v:itndrcv; to .oo.icnevO 


ouevko. T ursuing aha i udrauinh ..no, y ne 
.aces on the erue day joined the ciivisxon'^t 
he bottle aj.ony the lino of the river .uigancniM 


Of. ot' advance 


tl the fi.r ec'v-O. on c 


i~>x'V’ the v^norny v.'ent over 


of V or oshi. i :wgra<i 


coriny sinultane i^us strikos on the right f.e;uiK ir-oi: 
m seoth-vrest of Ogulchanskiy ) , on height l?^lc4 
ictou ox t>ie front froiTi tdie ra^^ine Vodotok on Lipov« 
on •■oreshilov and from aloSukhodol on to 

rf hel'-irt thle4 the eneny vas successful in penetr- 


laxds - Otorised ilifle Brigr 


e and I 


yht 5 but further advances of his are stoppes^c 

(CONlINUATK»T WSSt} 


I 
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In the centroid ;Sectoi^ oiir units aiter bitter righting i^iere 
forcvyd to xvlt-hdra'i'/ to Lipovyyc I he enemy was abie^ temper .rlj-y^ 'to 


occ’ py 7 ore i hiloV .and : spae separate groups/ even 


reached Bole Buldicd^ 


By 8. cietermined c 3urit eratt 


Pences v/ere denied to the 


GC'jrmanSc Vo^' V;as troops , and the groups of 

Ceitnan sitoaachlnG planners which had reached Bol. dukhodol were dost- 


Thus it happ 5 led that the eneny^s attempt to cut off 7 by a cor 
;eatr:ic thrv'St. ou ■* torces operating in the area lysyy and Popovka 


ha. of fehrvinry the enomy mounted a nev; counterattack 
ot d-o 6iGt<. Oi^ards Hiflc: Jivi sion Trora Fopovka on 
.:.nc in the direction of Oriovi ao This count er- 


On the 'th. oi Februar 3 r the second t n.d stronger count erot tack 
Tcllowed hich vos conductad by units of c.he 3S Division •*EeiS'h’% 
supported b}' 40 tan: s frorri oamsonov on height and from ropovka 




cy succeeded* aftJbr fierce fighting, in piorcinc 


tn ? f r’ont and seizing oriovkaj Belo-3 /.elavaty, Dizho '^bun and 'lorkhc 


^evaury ^^ox*ps enf 


sd t hese units when on the 7th« cf 


tit;:' tovod in -o the area of Toroshilovgradc - 

In counect ion ilh the enGm 3 ^’s -capturo of' height 181,4, Orlovta, 
kizho Gabuii, iSelo-Si' elevatyy j and also vrith his stubb- 


tnes :Ui 


not aeiiver 


‘ea ky3:yP5r and hoxro-cvetlavk^ , the units of the 
revealed .h nsaivas as hideboimd fighters and 
loir strike on 'Voroshilovgrad together i;ith the 


one of -he 2791:1 ■> iiifle OivisionD 

ith t-no aim of destroying th : ensr^*, occupying height 131 o4, 
the . 2 ^f 3 rd, was sent to Ogulchans. iy, but the 229th« 

depar te nifl'^ BTiaa>4v: as sent to Belo-Skelevatyyo 

The 243 rd • Kii Division on the 6th« of February, conquering 
0 guichan 3 ..i 7 , destroyed the ahemy occupying tho height 131 o4 and 
towards the end ox f ebrjiary: 3 were on the boundary river Lu^^nchik, 


3 ¥m. 
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and became engaged In the battle lor -/oroshilovgrad, Valeyevka, and 
Novo Svetlovka* Ths 915th « Ririe Regiment of this division, as x/as 
stated before, moved in the night of the B/9 l^ehruary, through Novo 
Annevka to voroshi-. c/f grad to reinforce the 279th. i,ifle Division, 
arx’lving here on ke night of the 9/l0 Febrnaryo 

Tvjo battaliOiVi of the 229th. separate Rifle Brigade had since 
the Vte. of hebru ry engaged in battle for oelo-Skelevaty and ^rlov- 
ha- and tno bait ions had concentrated in the area Nizh. Gabun, 

' aic:;' at that t:- g v a.t occupied by units of the 8th* Rivalry '--orpSo 
j the c:‘ teVruary incj.uisive , the brigade, together i;ith 

Dth^a anita, ..‘or Jolo-SLelevaty and rlovka» 

On the le/J f-an o:’ ho army, Gkineral i.onaa.%v^s .group fought 
for ?. iGnsh, b v'. unsuccessfully until the 7th. of ;ebruarv% From the 
of .iforv.a.‘\ after handing over the sector t,o units of ^he 5th. 
Tank army. ti :'0 vlt and : O2‘rdo iiivisions xaere concentrated in the 
area of tl. Su he del. ‘Firt’-ier, a nei: group x;as given to iieneral 
ona' bv from the: both, ifle Division and the 229th. separate Rifle 
v ith [.h/i task o.:. relieving units of the .,8th. .-.ifle Division 
of .hs 1st. du: ds ^rrayin the north and north-v.GSt of Voroshilov- 


isicn anc 


;nd of .ho llth., of Februaru Mo 60th. 
the 2,i9th. .ii^-G Brigade moved to the 


of the rrmy Surt; o the • rea hik'.ia 3 ’’ev]ia-Buichodol « 

a study y£ the -igh- Ing lo' the first defonsivo zone had uhe 
fo" i ov;in^ chrrac* eristics. 

' he c-ne. v - s front had been c t by a narrov^ corridor along * hich 
oi;r -. orerr moi'ed north fro t. ie river T.u.ganchik « On the 4the of , 
Februcr this corridor, at its narroa-e^t point - in the sector Novo 
Annov a - 'as roproxlmiu •5l3r f kin ' ide. On the 5th. of February this 
vras idened to about 8 i.m as the result of our capt^jiro of Novo 
Arr.ovka * -‘n the /th. of rebiuary the corrvdor was narrowed to 3 knJ 

V len uhe :;ricmy captured Qrl^vka and delo-di elcvaty. ur troops 


.ing in ;,h: 


rshiiovgrad, collective fngels, and . ras- 


eil as units a the 8th. Gavaiiy Corps were supplied till 
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tha 12th. of Isbruary along this narrovi corridor, 

' By the capture by our troops of i he def nded points juithodol, 
rodgorno-/e arid : Su'ysshchexnia, t-h^^ the .59th. Guards .cifle 

Uiyic-ion '-ero slron he o-portunity to r .ach height 123.6, .hat is, 
the ulcinlty of ..he enemy’s rear, tho - as reorg-'-nising in th.at area. 
Bearing oncfiraloment , the .ncmy tried to evacuate those defended 
i -jC' ^ ^ t ixis he did not succeed, and most of his troops v/ere 


d, 0 St OY ed c 

Tl:e attempt to cut out' supply lines by a concentric thrust was 
rapu.i 3 ed hy an energetic counterattack by the ti.-nely introduction of 
our accond echelon (the 243rd. lifle Division) and the RGserve;^', (the 

229th. dlflo i;riYade)o 

VH3 MEfclS -d rKG THE ..INE R’V ilR L::G;tNGHIa. The bottle for this 


„ . Cl S G 0 O. .V- 


e 5th. to the llth- of February and devoSppdd as 


On the 3th. df February the tSth, Guards Rifle Division started 
an attac:. on Nil olayevka , height 116.0, and okhodol , from its posat>- 
ion in the ’.cods south of Kaplavnayr. ^'nd Bolotneimoye, By the end of 
tho oti;, of Fsbr-uary the division hac succeeded in piercing the 
.;.ne.-.y-s defences and in occupying heiget 123 »6, and on the next day, 
after a cetermined fight, in capturing Burchak-Nikhaylovka, During 
- .-.r Ppbr-’o.’y, the division waget battle for RiUolayevKa and 

I, .obache-vo. By a. dG.ol.sive strike on the 9-.h. of February tho.se points 
n-i 2 o.. On the 10th. of Februair the dision approached the 
oastern defences of Voroshilovgrad, wheri it became involved in the 
battle for that catye 

;i.-ving been moved. i\p out of the secor.l echelon on the 6th. of 
1 'ebru.iry, the i43i'<'. Rifle Division, in tie period Gth, to 12th. of 
February. fougM for the defended localit.es Voroshilovka, Valeyevk^ 

and rdOTO«-SveY.lovka ^ 

Acooraiou iO *™y OoraandM-’s F'». '-»» S.COIKl uuarti, Ts,* 

Corps IISS CO atesot Iho south-earnsn. daConc.s ol 7or,8hUOT8rad 

rr» tho arsa.Wsry and h.lSK 20V.O. O. ah, 5 hh. ..f fahromr hh. 

S EBB* 56 


laviny be^ 


ebru^iry, th 
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Corps helped the units oi the 279th. Rifle Division to capture 
. ■^diii:>saro\'rva and aviovkao On the following days units of the Corps 
uecamo x'mrolTed xn the battle for dovo-Svetlovi:a i-ysyy and Belo- 
:->■ eloi^ac-y ana ivere unable to fulfil the task assigned to LhexHo Till 
tne ena of the iith. of February the Corps conducted the ex.cndd^ 
bcrittle for tiiese settlements o 

fron the expex-ience of the battles for the line river ..uganchik 
.tt is ' osBiLbie to draw the fciioving conclusions: 

J.a.3 o9tiic Guards Rifle Division became involved in a frontal 
ac-oacy. for j.o. oj.ayo’vu a and height 116 .0, but /yi a more realistic 
uecisoon .ua OLVusional Commander x-rould have been to conduct the 
main ^ihrunt i:o Uic north of hikolayevka, by passing it to the v/ost« 

I o ropimonis of iJia 243rd. Rifle Division -.ithout sufficient 
rcuourcos ( as v/e.ii as the 59th. 'Guards Rifle Division j conducted a 
.-.rontai a iL.-'c.: on oros^iilovsk , Valeyev^.a, and hovo-Svetiovka . io- 
otoad of by^-passtng ^oroshiloiRsk from the north, and attac. ing that 
point, 03 I'ool i.a /aioyevka; from the v;esto 

the fnc. Giords -ank Corps did not act sufficiently decisive 
tOAd .3 e i X.. uoiit -‘.ni^iativeo despite ihe opport. unity presenting 
itself . the units v ere not given .ufficient strength to by-pass kovdi 
o VO 1 1 ovka f :r om : • e on. h 

A slniiltn-ieous aAt.acl-; by v^nits of t,ho 243rdc Rifio Division 
j,rcn Aha nor'an snd by -.ho 2nd. Oa.-rds Tank Corps from tho south on 


from the 

north and by ahe 

2ndo 

tho :iny 

.lie river ^ r.ga 

.nchik 

of tho e 

noTivy in -.hat xroa 

by th' 

THE 31 f- 

1 31 W ;h 12thv 

f FEl 

Ah Jdk ' S 

Lik )n the i2th. 

of Ft 


The Guards difie Division, and the 2V9bh. Rifle Division i 

end units of the 2nd. ftords J’ank Corps fought bitterly for the 
dei’anees of Toroshilovgrad. The enemy defended the central and north- 
orn sectors stubbornly but. his strength was beginning to \-eaken not- 

iceablp^. 


S 56 
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The ‘^th* Cavalry Corps, operating in the rear ol the enemy in 
the area of Illiriya, cut the enemy south-x-^e stern cominoni cat ions 
and nade it impossible for hin to send reinx'orcement s to Voroshil- 

ovfpr-ad o 

On v-he line river uganchik, in the area of hysyy^ Fopovka, 
Orlovka. Belo^Okelevaty , as v’ejl as on the left ftank of the army in 
the sectors srimsonov and i opovka ( on the v/estern shore oi the 
river )on 0 ts$ Tiorce ~ igb -ing ^ ent on^ 

-n thj right, the IvSto GDards .rmy v.ith its right flank was ab3e 
to advoncG considerable , but its left flanking 5-'^th* Rifle division, 
vjas not able to do 

0.n tho loft . he oth, ank Army assumed the offensive in a soutiv 
westerly diection,. 

In this situation, th.5 commander of the 3rd«, Guards .irmy decided 
to c:i.tt.ac:': on th.j i .orning of the 12th* of February v/ith all the forces 
at his disja^sal \/lth ho purpose of captuiing Voroshilovgi’ad and fu3> 
to ;novo to Jtalino -:md Ordshonekidse to fulfil its assign unt 


■k * G:_!i L .Akd dk j-Hilt 


la I 3 jF V Ji J3 f tl . . J V GR AD* 


n ./r, ! lino of h. river I.uganchik. units of the 243rd « Rifle Div- 
ision and Oi tho 2nd* Cauards Tank Corps went over to the offenoive 
on .ho morning of ho 12th, of February « The :43rd, Rif-* e Division 
attacked with its main force by-pei^ssing Toroshilovgk^j^ from the 
north, .and .turther south, by-passing Toroshilovsk and Valeyevka I 

knits of -he 2nd, G lards ank Corps struck by-passing; 


i'rora west, w.nvt^i 
1 o VO 3 V 3 1 1 c’F k a f r 


he south and further north byppassing it from 


the west^ 

,ith these concentric hrusts enemy resistance v;as yuic. ly 
broken, the defended localities Toroshilovka, /aleyevka and i:ovo 
Svetlovka v.ere enGirclsd and their garrisons destroyed© 

Pursuing the retreating enemy our forces reached the foliovdiig 
positions Lo^^ards the end of the l4th. of February© The 243 rd© Rifle 
Division to above Davijdovka, and the units of the 2nde Guards lank 


MSSBWI^tlON 
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Corps in oho B.Tea iieorgiyovs^oye* 

On the eastei’n sector of the i^iver ...uganchik line the action 
deveiopacl as follo*;s: At first light on ohe 12th, of February, the/^ 
5th o Guar els otorlaed llifie Jirigade captured i-ysyy destroying praetjk: 
ally all of che jeririan garrison^ ..fter that ^he brigade attacked rJeij 
Si. ol ova ty striking a blo\; at its north-western defences^ 

In five hours on the llth, of February our units operating in 
that area i the Grain.lng battalion of ..he 14 th, Guards diiie Divisiqji 
55Bthr= Rlflo K^igiiient of t he 61st « uuards lifle DivisioHj, and two 
battalions of the 119t:h Hifle Brigade, v/ent over to a detorniined 
attncl'c Snerny r.s5.st:inoe in Belo- Skelevaty and ;jrlovka v/as overcone 
and.aost of th> yarrisen destro:^^odo 

I 

I \t thj 0^01 stne imits of -.ho ilth* kjards Rifle Division Cap- 

t ared T opovka an :: units of the l 4 th-> Rifle Corps moved • uickly in a 
soutia'westarly dl;oection« Towards -he end of uhc l 4 thc February o\xr 
roops had reochod he follov^ing jositions; The iRthc Guards Rifle 
Division in he arse -utugino. the 61st « Guards -ifle Division on 
eh oirio. irtvS of RLafirovi.a, in • he neiae of . arl Liebknccht and the 
iOtln Guards :nin : division in she area Fervosvanovka and d^ndreyovi® 
vhe 1st-- Uiuirds echanized Corps, having hrndei over its secter 


to -Ik?, 226 :iiie Division moved to' ards the end of < he 3.4tho of eb- 
i-uary to oho settl Of;:ient (in the na:ae of Foroshilov} and units of the 
2 nd, ailc :torp 3 int o he area north of ) utzerbovi:a; the 226 tho and 
;:'03 rd.. e if lo Ji via ions rer.r ined on he line Samsonov-1 opovka (the 
eastern; 

OGnoral onai hov^s group, attaci ing to the north of Voroshilov- 
grad, captured, eftor bitter fighting, towards ;.he end of ->he l 4 tho 
of February, -.iman, Tsvotnye and rasnyya 

In tais * -annar v'erc t he ier :an fascist soldiers de- .nding Voro- 
shilovgrad from tiie south-east destroyed and only isolated groups 
withdrew ciuickly in a vesterly and south v;esterly direction^. 

The daring manoeuvre by units of the 243rda Rifle Division and 
of the 2 nd; Guards l^aiik Corps along the line of the river Laganchik 

wa HS8 iiA~*Di^iiN^rraNF^ ~ 

; s MR 56 {ocaraNOMnai sheet) 
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led to the destruction or the enemy and our troops In that sector 
%'/ere given the opportunity of almost unopposed freedom of movement 
a south«i'jesterly direction*:^, 

Also to be noted is the xrell- organ! zed attack hy units of the 




tth. Guards notorized Rifle Brigade which led to the capture of the 
eneiay-luad settled iccalities Lysyy and Beio-Skelevaty« 

THIS A33Ait T OH AND CaPTURD OF V jR brll^.OVGRAD* Simultaneous VJith 
;.:ie :l str-ictlon of the German troops defending the south-eastern 
proachos to Voroshilovgrad, bitter fighting took place for the 
c.afencos of the cityo Juring these battles the preparations for the 
final assault, vfiich had been set for the morning of the 14tho of 
;'ere cari‘ied outo 

ossault. groups ’ ere organized vrithin regiments; artillery and 
mortars .*ere brought closer foi'^waz’d and many v/ere attached to the 
infantry; he sappers cleared passages through the mine fields,. 

At i irst light on the iRtho of February’* our units start.ed the 
attack on he i-ouTie^ The 39th« Guards Rifle Division broke 
thro uaji tlio defcuoos in the south-eastern sector of the t 01 ^^n and 
t.TO' e thr 'ugh to the center of -he tov/no The attack of the 279thc 
difle DivaGion and of its attached 912th. Rifle Regiment of the 243iti 
Dirisloii; f.rj -’eil as tho attack by units of -he 2ncl, Tanic 0^/ 


Corps v’o.s c. 


successftlc 


February the was entirely in o\x 


By the end of the l4th. of February the ten-on was entirely in ouj 
hands, and the re taining remnants of the German troops were in full! 
f’l'Jght in a west or ly or north-v;est.eriy direct ion© 

As reason far the success of our troops in tho capture of Voror 
3 hi 3 -ovgrad can be given the energetic assault and tho cutting of the 
ccnrminication linos soiith-vrest of the tovmo In this connection an 
lineojrtant roj,e viiis played by tho davalry Corps in its activity 

in the death of he enemy’s rear in tho area of Bebal’tsevo. 

SUi u’iiiRX AND 1 .riGi ^ r^I .-NS* 

lo "VHo battles of the 3rd. Guards .ur y can be characterized as 
battles of nianoeuvre. As exaa^es of this can be quoted: the capture 
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by the 279th c Hlfle Division of Dovo AanovKa and its «;uick subsoqueztr 
movement to Voroshilovgrad; the manoeuvre of ohe main xorce of the 
59thr sliiards Rifle Division from tho area Nov. i.iyevka to rfe.plaaaya 
dachsi '' Bolotnennoye ; the movement of i-he 91 Rifle Regiment of 

the 243 rd* Ii-ixle Div^isi on into the area of oroshilov^^ad; the cap- 
ture of oneiTiy units by ihe 249th* difie Division in cooperation v>ith 
units of -hs 2 ncU Gr.ards Tank Corps on the line river Luganchik; 
the i:iov 0 ::iont of ^hc oth. Cavalry Corps into tho depth of -^he enemy's 
rear: the manoeturre of =Jeneral .'Onakhov's group o 

Oq Under conditions of very ij-uid uarfare the concentrt-ttion of 
the rootackinv troops « part5.cularly the novement of *--ho i mobile 
J.ax-gor units, and. the ::iOvor/ient of troops in separate directions can 
not bo at uniforn- .ipcedo -pbile large xmits and combat teams oi‘ the |d 
army v;ill have freafcor riobility, this was shov.-n by the experience 
of the 3rd^ Guards -.rmye 

Durir.i wCio dr-rto of fighting the a.ction of the 3rdo Giaards Army 


v-as conducted in irny sectors, not connected v;ith the general line 
of the IroiTc, oim .ti taneorisly and uare even echeloned in depths Such 
di~"'orsiOi- of combat activity is one of the particular chaxacteri^ 
isticG ox ho Tiiodo'm mobile operctionso 

3c. The genercil conception of the capture of Voroshilovgrad vxas 
built up :>n darin.: nanoeuvrs and concentric thrust, v.hich utilized 
mobility and fast exploitation of combat action^ 

4o Tho succe:>;xfia action of dne 279th. Rifle Division during tin 
iline days in -.hj-ch they vrere cut off and their fignt vith a superior 
enemy can be ' noted as an example of realistic good administration ^ 
and conduct of bottle by the coni:nand group and of ail the officerso 
5 ^ Tae thrvot by the ^th. Cavalry Corps into the depth of the 
enemy's rear helped significantly in the destruction of t^e hostile | 
forces grouped around Voroshilovgrad and the capt lire of the city<, 

6 ^ The successful assault on Voroshilovgrad was made possible 
by the laoveicent of the main forces of the Anay to the south and the 
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south-west oi’ the city, the movement or (leneral -onakhov^s ^oup . ! 
into the area to the north of the tom as teil as the careful ,/; 5 

preparation of the subunits and their independent action in the 
battle fox" a large populated rlace* 
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